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must be content to see what is to be seen ; and if
you don't care to venture that, can't you go, and
come again ? so in a word, I advised him to leave
his case with the doctor, and go away, and come for
an answer when he should appoint him.

As we were going away, the doctor takes me by
the hand, the young man being gone out of the
door; You see, sir, the notions the poor innocent
well-meaning people have of all the good spirits of
the invisible world ; and though in their distresses
they will come to us, and we make some search for
them, yet they give the Devil all the praise of it;
nay, though they receive good from it; and yet
they acknowledge the Devil to be the author of
nothing but mischief.

But sir, said I, you could, I suppose, give this
honest man what answer you shall purpose to give
him, without letting him see any appearances to
fright or terrify him ?

I have nothing about me, says he, or that con-
verses with me, that need to fright or terrify any
one, much less that will do him any hurt. I do not
say, but as the good spirits are beneficent and kind,
and may meet and converse upon any occasions, and
in any place, from their own happy inclination to
serve and assist the oppressed or indigent creatures,
may come and go, pass and repass in or near my
house, which would be to me the greatest felicity of
life. On this occasion the man might have heard
some little noises, and perhaps have seen some mo-
tions rather than bodies, which he might call spec-
tres and apparitions, or devils, or what he would;
yet these, as they would take no notice of him, or
do anything to terrify or disorder him, so he would
have nothing to do but to sit still, and not offer to
stir, or speak, and be under no concern at all.

Well, sir, said I, were the case mine, as it is not,
I assure you I would have trusted you, for I do not